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“

“I want my
students
to have the
experience
of ‘doing’
science, not
just learning
about it.

”
Jaclyn Ver Mulm, Dr. Tony Jelsma, and Seth Vande Kamp examine tissue sections on the computer using a digital camera and microscope in the histology lab.
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Research Momentum

Jelsma and his students get their work published
Sally Jongsma

M

omentum is a
huge part of doing
research,” says
Biology Professor Tony Jelsma.
And momentum is what Dr.
Jelsma and his students have
going right now. The results of
their research appeared as the
cover story in the March issue
of Biology of Reproduction,
one of the premier academic
journals in reproductive biology today.
The eight Dordt College biology majors
listed as contributors to the research each
worked for one or more of the past nine
summers in either Dordt College labs with
Jelsma or the lab of Dr. Gregory Vanden
Heuvel in the Department of Anatomy and Cell
Biology at the University of Kansas Medical
Center.
Jelsma gives credit to Vanden Heuvel for

the momentum that he and
his students have been able
to sustain in their research.
He describes Vanden Heuvel’s
contribution as “selflessly doing
whatever he can for students.”
“Doing original research
can be challenging at teaching
institutions because we have
heavier teaching loads and
fewer resources,” he says. That’s
why the relationship between
Dordt’s biology department
and Vanden Heuvel’s lab are so
important. It allows Jelsma and his students
to build on research Vanden Heuvel is doing
on kidney development and disease. It gives
good undergraduate students a place to work
in the summer and, as importantly, opens
up companion projects that Jelsma and his
students can pursue at Dordt. Jelsma and
some of his students have the opportunity to
do original research on campus during the
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summers without the pressure of having to
meet grant deadlines during their busy school
year.
“He helps us, and we help him,” says Jelsma.
When a lab takes on a specific project
funded by a grant, interesting side questions
often arise that the researchers can’t take time
to explore because of grant deadlines. That’s
what started Jelsma’s research on the CUX 1
gene. Vanden Heuvel was studying the role of
this gene in the kidney but wondered if it was
also present in other organs. So while his lab
was examining the kidneys, Vanden Huevel
sent Jelsma samples from other organs. Jelsma’s
students found the CUX 1 gene in the testes of
the mice samples.
In the kidneys and other developing organs,
the CUX 1 gene keeps cells in a proliferating
state. In the testes, however, the cells that turn
on the CUX 1 gene are not dividing so CUX 1
must be regulating some other process.
(continued on page 2)

F R O M T H E PR E SI D E N T

Serious Questions for Serious Christians
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra

I

’ve been writing and speaking about
“Serious Education for Serious
Christians” for the past few years.
I’ve emphasized that Dordt College takes
education seriously and also takes Christian
faith seriously. My point has been simple:
if you are a serious Christian who believes
these commitments are inseparable, then
Dordt College merits your further interest
and involvement. This is true whether
you’re a student considering whether to
attend or a friend or alumnus considering
whether to give financial support.
I now think I might have missed
something important in my presentation
of this thought. Recently a graduate
challenged me not to assume that everyone
makes that connection. He said, “A lot of
Christians simply aren’t asking the right
questions.”
In response to his comment, I’ve come
up with a list of questions that I think
Christians should ask as they consider what
academic institutions merit their interest
and support.  
First, serious Christians are passionate
about their conviction that our God is
the creator and sustainer of all there is.
So the serious question to ask is, does the
institution take God’s act of creation as the
starting point of its educational program?

Since students are going to
spend four years exploring
various dimensions of God’s
world, it seems that the best
place to do that will be in
an institution that takes
seriously the fact that God
is the one who put this
world here and who is still
upholding it by his
Word and spirit. It’s
not likely that anyone
would want to enroll
in an art institute that
professed not to know
Carl E. Zylstra
whether Rembrandt
had ever painted the
Night Watch. And most of us would be
skeptical about the quality of an art history
education at a school that thought it was
irrelevant whether Monet had ever lived
or, even worse, that creates an environment
that ridicules students who believe that
Van Gogh was a real historical figure who
had left behind the art works that they were
about to study.
Second, serious Christians are keenly
aware that the Bible demonstrates to us the
depth of our sin by revealing to us God’s
own good plan for how we should live in
his world. The serious question to ask,
then, is does this university or college help
people understand that our world does not

reflect the true purpose for which
it was created and that we know
this because we have been shown
a pattern for how things really
ought to be?  
It seems to me that a
graduate will be better equipped
to help this world get back in line
with the way God created it if the
professors and students with whom
they learn believe that there
are standards of right and
wrong that are designed to
govern all aspects of our
world. Isn’t it critical that
the institution show students
the design and purposes
for this world that we’ve received through
Scripture? I would be skeptical about
attending an automotive engineering school
that didn’t believe there were immutable
specifications for the proper functioning of
an internal combustion engine. Similarly,
I can’t imagine that a serious Christian
would not want to study the original design
revealed in scripture as it illumines for us
the root causes of the critical failures that
trouble our world today.
Finally, serious Christians are never
content with the way things are today but
fervently pray and work for the renewal
of God’s world through the redeeming
work of his Son Jesus Christ. So the third

serious question to ask is whether this is
an academic institution committed to the
principle that renewal of this world will
come only when, by the Spirit of God, our
world once more is conformed to the will of
the one who made it.  
Most colleges and universities will
help their students understand that there
is something wrong with the world. That’s
why there are often demonstrations and
protests on college campuses. The more
important question for a serious Christian
is whether investing $100,000 and four
years of your life will prepare you to do
anything about our world’s problems and
become agents of Christ’s own renewing
work. If a Christian seriously believes that
Christ is the hope of the world, then the
best place to be educated for being a lifetime witness to that hope will be in a place
that nurtures that belief, encourages us in
that hope, and prepares us for a lifetime of
serving that redemptive hope.
Many other questions could be asked,
but these three questions about creation,
fall, and redemption lie at the heart of
the Reformed worldview that Christians
around the globe affirm every Sunday. My
own serious question is simply this: Are
we asking these serious questions as we
consider whether the education we look for
and support truly embodies our deepest—
and most serious—beliefs?

Histology students
see creation up close
(continued from page 1)
“We have some ideas about what CUX
1 is doing in the testes and are writing a
grant proposal to be able to pursue those
ideas” Jelsma said.
“One antibody preparation can cost
$400 but we only need a small sample of it,
which Vanden Heuvel can share with us,”
says Jelsma, emphasizing the cost benefit
of working with Vanden Heuvel and his
researchers.
The collaboration began ten years
ago when Vanden Heuvel was invited to
Dordt to speak at a symposium. He and
Jelsma found they had similar interests in
molecular biology and histology (studying
anatomy under a microscope). Jelsma, then
recently hired, had been trying to figure
out how to pursue his love of research and
also introduce his students to authentic
research experiences. Since Vanden Heuvel
is always looking for good assistants in
his lab, a partnership was born. Vanden
Heuvel has hired one or two of Jelsma’s
students nearly every summer. In all,
fifteen students have contributed to his lab’s
research.
Andrea (Pausma, ’01) Van Wyk spent
a summer doing research at Dr. Vanden
Heuvel’s lab after her sophomore year at
Dordt, and then she spent a semester at
Dordt looking at the expression of
CUX 1 in various testicular cells for her
senior research project.
“I very much appreciated Dr. Vanden
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Heuvel and his family’s hospitality
during my time in Kansas City. He was a
wonderful person to work for. He was very
patient with each of the Dordt students, as
it took a lot of devoted time to introduce
each of us to various research practices.”
“Working in Dr. Vanden Heuvel’s lab
affirmed my desire to enter the world of
academia. I gained experience, insight,
and knowledge that I couldn’t get in my
classes,” says Matt Schippers, a senior
biology major who worked in Kansas City
last summer. “Dr. Vanden Heuvel was more
of a mentor and less of a boss. He was not
just telling us what we needed to do, but
shared his wisdom on education, research,
and life.”
While Jelsma is excited about his
students’ opportunity to have a published
paper to their credit, his passion for the
research opportunity goes beyond that.
“I want my students to have the
experience of ‘doing’ science, not just
learning about it,” he says. “To be able
to discover and explore a piece of God’s
creation that no one else knows about
yet is terribly exciting. Real science isn’t
memorizing facts; it is being surprised
and challenged.” Doing research develops
critical thinking skills and helps students
apply what they’ve learned in more formal
classroom settings. And for the many
biology majors who are pre-med, it gives
them valuable exposure to what research is.
“Knowing the research process will
make them better doctors,” he says, noting

Dr. Tony Jelsma introduces students to the wonder and excitement of discovering and exploring small pieces
of creation that no one else knows about.

that physicians who know how research
works, for example, will have a better
understanding of the process of drug
development realizing that it’s not “cut
and dried.” They’ll understand both the
effort that went into the research and how
tentative conclusions can be.
Learning the care and discipline needed
to do research is good even for those
who don’t want to spend their lives in a
lab, Jelsma believes. It develops skills like
patience, persistence, and precision.
“To be able to participate in research
like this at the undergraduate level is
remarkable,” he says.
“It was a wonderful eye-opening
experience to all of the labor behind
scientific discovery,” says Van Wyk. “While
I can’t say I regularly use the techniques

that I learned during my summer in
Kansas City anymore, devoting oneself to
research for a time was invaluable. I can
read and understand the ‘nitty gritty’ of
most medical journal articles. I understand
the meticulous nature of collecting data
and realize that there is so much data that
never even makes it into medical journals
because it was ‘not significant.’”
Jelsma also appreciates the opportunity
work withVanden Heuvel.
“Science is communal, but it is also
competitive because of the need for
funding,” Jelsma says. Too often that can
lead to a lack of trust. Not here. Dordt’s
relationship with Vanden Heuvel’s lab
continues to rest on trust, appreciation for
each other’s work, and a great desire to
learn more about the world God made.

Campus
Capsules

Peter Kuipers has compiled a list of
Easter works for solo trumpet and brass
ensemble that will be useful to church
musicians.

Multi-family dwellings like those in this Israeli settlement are common sights for students on the Middle East Studies Program. Following their early departure from Cairo
after the January 25th Revolution, CCCU (Council of Christian Colleges and Universities) students are spending more of their semester in other Middle Eastern countries.

A (Somewhat) Impossible Task
Adrian Hielema

“January 25th Revolution”; to be able to say
that I was in Cairo, on the edge of Tahrir
ould you write something
Square, on January 25, is something I will
about your experience in
cherish for a long time. After seeing
the Middle East this
thousands of protesters, walls of riot
semester?”
police, and feeling the burning
I stare blankly at the email
sensation of tear gas, the quiet
on the screen in front of me,
cornfields of Iowa seem like
before writing “I’d love to”
something from a distant dream.
and hitting send. Almost
Yet the revolution did not
immediately I begin to
solely define my experience in
question what exactly I’ve
Egypt, so perhaps I should write
gotten myself into. Write
about what I will remember
something? I could (and am
most: the people. How can I
currently) writing 10-page
forget the pious Muslim taxipapers on my experiences of Adrian Hielema
driver who returned my lost
one week, let alone my entire
wallet with every dollar and
semester. What do I write about? How do I
piece of ID untouched. Or the manager
condense everything I’ve seen, heard, and
at the local internet cafe, who, although
experienced without cheapening any of it?
knowing only half the English words that us
Should I write about my group, 28
North Americans knew, was twice as funny.
students from Christian colleges across the
Time and time again, my preconceptions
U.S. forced together under what can only
and misconceptions about Middle Eastern
be described as “unusual circumstances”?
people were smashed in the most beautiful
None of us really knew what we were
of ways. As I saw ordinary people of
getting into when we stepped onto that
every creed and color take to the streets
flight destined for Cairo, but every one of
in protest, I felt an unmistakable bond
us is unquestionably glad we came.
with a country that had been my place of
Maybe I should write about Egypt, a
residence for all of three weeks.
country that has been waiting decades for
Maybe I should talk about the culture
the basic rights the people deserve. The
shock I experienced after being relocated
18-day process that led to President Hosni
to Istanbul, Turkey. Unlike Egypt, the cold
Mubarak’s resignation is being called the
secularism left over from Kemal Atatürk’s

C

legacy means religion is increasingly
confined to the private sphere. Turkey is
trying so desperately to be like the West, to
be like us, but in doing so, they seem to be
forfeiting a part of their country’s soul.
Maybe I could write about Israel, or
Palestine, or the dividing wall between
the two that I can see from my bedroom
window. Perhaps I should describe what
it’s like to realize some questions may never
have answers, some problems may never be
solved. With each book, with each speaker,
with each new opinion and argument
things seem more complicated than before,
and the people you condemn after one
moving speech may be the same people
you’re rooting for after another.
I wish I could write about everything,
about subway rides and Turkish coffee in
the park, about going on late-night falafel
runs and waking up to the call to prayer. I
wish I could write about the hypocrisy of
U.S. policy, of authoritarian regimes and the
protesters who stand up to them without a
particular ideology or religion driving their
actions. From riot police to Palestinian
school kids, my experiences in the Middle
East have been as diverse and resistant to
generalization as the region itself.
Then again, if all else fails, I could just
write about how hard it is for me to choose
something to write about. But no, that
would be cheap.
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Sophomore
gets published
Ellen De young

T

he journal Reformed
Worship provides resources
for church worship planners, so
it shouldn’t be such a surprise
that a project from a course
titled Music in Worship would
be published in the journal. Still,
Peter Kuipers, a sophomore
music education major, says, “I
was stunned when I discovered
that Reformed Worship was
interested in an assignment I did
for class.”
Kuipers was enrolled in the
Music in Worship class, taught
by Dr. Karen De Mol, in spring
2010.The class gives an overview
of worship and liturgy, church
music history, and church
music administration. For his
final project, Kuipers created
a compilation of music for the
Easter season, involving organ
and either solo trumpet or a
brass ensemble.
“As a trumpet player,”
Kuipers explains, “I recognize
that Easter is a time of year when
churches ask musicians to play
for the services, though they
may not have any specific pieces
in mind.”
Kuipers’ compilation
provides a list of titles and
a description of each piece
including the range and the
difficulty.
“The purpose of this article
is to help worship planners
have a reliable list of music
that is appropriate to use for
Easter,” explains Kuipers. He
included music that can be used
by a range of skill levels, from
beginner to highly advanced
brass players.
De Mol recognized his
project’s quality and usefulness
and submitted it to Reformed
Worship, which published the
piece, entitled “Let the Trumpet
Sound! A Compilation of Easter
Music for Trumpet and Brass” in
December 2010.
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Oudman feels wired for language
Sally Jongsma

A

drianna Oudman has always liked
languages. As she grew up she had
regular exposure to languages other
than English: her grandparents emigrated
from the Netherlands and her family
regularly hosted international exchange
students. She even remembers feeling
deprived, as a child, because her relatives in
Canada had two official languages. When
she started taking linguistics courses in
college, she recalls thinking, “This is what
I’ve been looking for!”
“God just wired me for language,” she
says, with a smile.
Oudman has majors in Spanish
and theology missions and a minor in
linguistics. She knew that she’d have to do a
senior independent study for her linguistics
minor, so she’s been thinking about what
she wanted to learn more about as she
moved through her minor.
“I felt all along that I wanted to know
more about how language shapes a society,”
she says. She knew, for example, that
in many languages the word used for a
group often reverts to the male form and
wondered whether there were cultures in
which this wasn’t true. She knew from her
summer volunteer work with Wycliffe Bible
translators how important it is to translate
the Bible into people’s “heart” language
if they are to take it to heart. In the end,
convinced of the value of languages, she
decided to explore whether anything is
being done to save dying languages.
“Language is so much a part of culture,”
she says. “You can’t really have one without
the other.” That’s because each language has
ways of seeing the world that those who
don’t know the language can’t quite grasp.
So when a language dies, something more
than another language is lost—a part of
world culture is lost.
“We can easily assume that people think
the same ways we do if we know only our
own language and culture, but such things

Senior Spanish major Adrianna Oudman has spent several summers, breaks, and a semester immersed in the language of other cultures. She has worked with Wycliffe
Bible Translators and spent a semester in Nicaragua at the Nehemiah Center. There she worked with Rakel Jaentske, who works with an HIV/AIDS program and Luz
Urania Largaespada, the director of the Nehemiah Center's Ezra Team for development and training.

as the order of sentences and even prefixes
and suffixes also show how a society
thinks—and they shape the way its speakers
think and live in the future,” Oudman says.
For example, in English, where the
subject is placed first, then the verb, then
the object, the individual is usually of
first importance. Languages that place
the object first often place more emphasis
on the community—on the “other.” Such
differences then help retain cultural values
in the next generation.
Languages also have ways of saying
things that can’t really be said in any other
language because it is unique to a certain
perception of the world.
Oudman tells a story of scientists who
wanted to learn more about a specific
jungle cat. Their work hit a dead end until
they found someone who spoke a minority
language in the area where the cat lived.

The tribe knew how to find the animal and
had words to describe it.
People’s identity is closely tied to their
language, says Oudman. Research shows
that the children of people who give up
their language for economic or other
reasons suffer consequences. Like adopted
children searching for their biological
parents, children who have lost their
primary language often face identity crises.
So how does the world keep languages
alive? How do people revitalize and
document dying languages?
Oudman found a small group led by a
Ph.D. student in Leipzig, Germany, that is
currently trying to revitalize and document
the Nluu language, a complicated South
African Bushman language that is the last
of its family of languages. Although it is no
longer spoken within the culture, five or six
people still know how to speak it.

Nluu is a complicated language with
seventy-three consonants, including 45
clicks. It’s 32 vowel sounds are built on five
basic vowels. Because of its complexity, it
is a fascinating study to linguists who are
trying to document its use.
“The Nluu people are proud of their
language but the younger generation,
plagued by AIDS and in survival mode are
not learning it because they don’t need to,”
says Oudman.
Oudman’s independent study didn’t
help save or document a dying language
but it did give her a much better sense of
the kinds of work linguists do and the kind
of challenges they face. She learned more
about how much language matters—to
people, to a culture, to the world, and to
God’s kingdom. And she’s inspired to look
for ways to keep working with and studying
and promoting language.

Students encourage others through TheHopeLine
Sally Jongsma

students involved. She led a training session
on campus last fall, which was attended by
more than 20 students. These students listen
very Sunday evening between 10
and
they try to share the hope they have in
p.m. and 12 a.m., eight students
Jesus by giving caring support.
gather in the loft above
They connect callers with partner
the coffee shop in Kuyper Hall
organizations who specialize in
to try to bring hope to hurting
eating disorders, alcohol and
teens and young adults. Sixteen
drug addiction, pornography
Dordt College students—
addiction, general and pregnancy
eight each week—sit down at
counseling, suicide prevention,
computer terminals and cell
and mentorship programs. When
phones to chat or talk with
callers give permission, they talk
callers to TheHopeline. Dordt
more specifically about the basis
is one of six colleges across the
of their hope.
nation that takes calls during
Jen De Jong
Dalton Moore, an engineering
the Dawson McAllister Live
science
major,
helps coordinate the group’s
broadcast, a weekly national radio call-in
efforts.
program hosted by Dawson McAllister.  
“There’s a big need for people to listen.
During his radio broadcast, McAllister
The
lines are often full,” he says. He, like
encourages listeners to call the “off-air”
some
of the others prefer to take chat
HopeLine for help.
requests
at this point, because it helps them
TheHopeline’s goal is to “reach, rescue,
be
able
to
think before they respond and
and restore” American teenagers, according
even confer with fellow callers occasionally.
to Dordt College alumna Jen (Schelhaas,
Moore says he did not fully realize how
’93) De Jong. De Jong is the call center
hopeless
many people feel and how broken
manager for TheHopeline in Sioux Falls
many
relationships
are. It’s not only made
and was instrumental in getting Dordt

E
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On the Web

Find out more about TheHopeLine at
www.thehopeline.com

him more sympathetic to others but also
appreciative about “how good he’s had it.”
“It’s a great experience to engage a
person who is struggling in conversation,”
says Dr. Natalie Sandbulte, who teaches
psychology. She attended the orientation
session and some of her students are
volunteers. “Just sitting with someone in
pain can give a person a sense of purpose—

puts things in perspective for them.” She
believes it teaches people to be problem
solvers and to be sensitive to the needs and
hurts of others. Learning listening skills
and how to ask questions that open up a
conversation are good skills for students
heading for a profession in social services
but also for anyone. It helps students learn
how to relate to others in sensitive and
caring ways.
“I’m so impressed with the group of
students that we have at Dordt,” says De
Jong. “They are dedicated to serving and so
willing to share their hearts and their hope
in Christ with lost and lonely teenagers and
young adults. They are making an impact.”
“One thing that is great about
volunteering at TheHopeLine is that it
provides students with an opportunity to
talk with non-Christians about their faith,”
says De Jong. “Growing up in a Christian
school and attending a Christian college,
I didn’t encounter many people who
weren’t already believers. These callers are
contacting us, looking for hope.” De Jong
and the Dordt volunteers are trying to share
that hope.

Media students get a local gig
Sally Jongsma

G

ary Huitsing, Brett Leyendekker,
and Aaron Yoder figure they made
about 34 cents an hour on a video
project this year, but if asked whether the
experience was worth it? Priceless. The three
digital media majors created a nearly hourlong video for the Sioux Center Chamber
of Commerce Agriculture Committee to
showcase Sioux County farming.
The Chamber’s agriculture committee
and, in particular, local veterinarian and
Chamber member Dr. Fred Sick have
been dreaming about something like this
for a long time. Sick regularly gets asked
about Sioux County agriculture, has taken
numerous visitors on tours, and even recalls
taking a busload of people from Ireland
around the county to show the variety and
quality of local agriculture.
“With modern practices, it is becoming
harder and harder to get on farms today,”
he says. Farmers are afraid of spreading
contamination from one farm to another.
So he began thinking of other ways to show
what Sioux County has to offer.
“Because Sioux County is known for
its agriculture, many people want to know
more about us,” says Tricia (Fynaardt, ’08)
Schreier, who works for the Chamber. “We’re
doing something that others think they may
want to be part of.”
The video captures visits to eight
different farming operations in Sioux
County. Episodes include beef, goats, dairy,
crops, sheep, eggs (laying hens), chickens
(broilers), and pigs. Touring all of these
farms would take six to eight hours; the
video gives an engaging and informative
virtual tour in 52 minutes.
Sick and Schreier are both pleased with
the result.
Huitsing, Leyendekker, and Yoder are
pleased too, both with the final result and
with what they learned. Yoder served as
the producer, Huitsing and Leyendekker as

cameramen and editors.
“This project let me combine my
agriculture-business major and digital media
production minor,” says Leyendekker, the
first person enlisted for the project. “Ever
since my first semester, I’ve wondered how
my major and minor could come together.”  
He adds that he learned more about both
agriculture and about film production as a
result of the video.
“We learned a lot more than we would
have only in a classroom,” says Huitsing,
acknowledging that they put a lot more time
into it than a class normally would require.
The team began by determining when
the video needed to be completed and
then carefully scheduled shooting and
editing to be able to make their deadline,
writing weekly reports to keep themselves
accountable.
“We basically worked the schedule
backward,” says Huitsing.
All three students say they expanded and
polished their filming and editing skills, and

they learned a great deal about working with
clients.
“People don’t really understand how
much is involved in setting up for a shoot,”
says Yoder. He and his teammates came to
understand why professionals might charge
for cancelled filming time and changes
following the final screening. Every session
had to be carefully scheduled and planned.
Equipment had to be reserved, decisions
made about cues and questions to ask, and
attention paid to when they would shoot
so there would be continuity in the setting
and lighting. This was especially important
since they filmed the eight farms on eight
consecutive Mondays—fortunately on eight
sunny fall days.
“I came to understand that the sooner
you realize that problems will likely arise,
the better you can prepare yourself for them
when they do occur,” says Leyendekker
about the valuable lessons he learned doing
the project.
The students give credit to both tour host
Andy Schuttinga’s on-camera hosting and
Professor Mark Volkers’ mentoring for their
success.
“Andy made everyone comfortable. He
asked good and natural questions, was witty,
and kept things moving,” say the students.
They also credit the work environment
in the digital media lab, where Volkers
is usually available to help and answer
questions and where students help each
other solve problems and come up with
creative solutions.
“It’s a sweet little place to hang out if you
like media,” says Huitsing. “When I think
about what I know now and what I knew
coming into the program, it’s unbelievable.”
Reflecting on what they’re learning
and looking to the future, Yoder says, “I’m
excited to see what Dordt digital media
graduates will be able to do in the next 15
years.” He and his fellow students take very
seriously Volkers’ oft-used admonition to
“create content worth consuming.”

Psych students learn how we learn
Ellen De Young

T

hree gerbils, one dog, and one human
are currently the subjects of research
for the class Learning: Theories and
Applications, taught by Dordt psychology
professor Jessica Clevering. During their
class sessions, the students study learning
and conditioning theories, and they are
given the opportunity to put that knowledge
to use in their practical training.
“Actually training an animal shows how
complicated learning is and how easy it is
to mess up,” notes senior Jessica Westra. She
and her group members, Bailey Bakker and
Gabby Eckardt, have been training a gerbil
named Lily. “We have been using operant
conditioning,” explains Westra, “using
sunflower seeds as reinforcement when Lily
goes over hurdles and through the tube.”
Clevering explains that all animals learn
differently, so the students need to discover
the most effective method of training.
“Gerbils’ behavior goes extinct pretty quickly
because they are very curious and their
learning can easily be undone.”
A group that is “training” a human is
also facing unique challenges.



Julia De Koekkoek says she’s grown quite attached to
Bernard, her gerbil. She is teaching him to do a variety
of simple tasks.

“You can’t just train humans like you
would a rodent,” Clevering says. One group
of students is attempting to train someone
to exercise in the mornings, primarily using
verbal praise and positive conversation as
reinforcement.
“Actually training a subject shows how
complicated learning is and how easy it
is to mess up,” says Westra. “The most
challenging part is being patient. As with
any type of training, it takes time and effort.”

These practical applications have made
Westra see how learning theories get applied
in everyday life.
“I look at parents and their children and
see examples of how they are using operant
conditioning even if they don’t realize it,” she
says.
Clevering hopes that this practical
experience will also help students when they
enter the working world.
“In the psychology field, we use many
components of learning theories to figure
out how to encourage good habits and
discourage bad habits,” Clevering says. She
anticipates that the principles and theories
the students have studied in her class will
give them the tools to assess the effectiveness
of various programs, such as rehabilitation
or therapy.
Although Clevering has this big picture
in mind, she enjoys watching her students
grow and enjoy their training experience.
And students enjoy seeing their hard work
pay off.
Westra notes, “It is so exciting when
Lily does what we have been teaching her
because we can see the principles of learning
take place right before our eyes.”

Campus
Capsules
Fox is elected
state PSA vice
president

J

acob Fox, a sophomore
agriculture major, was recently
elected a vice
president
of the Iowa
Postsecondary
Agricultural
Student
Organization,
a group that
describes its
Jacob Fox
purpose as
uniting education and industry
in agriculture. Fox was elected
at the February 4 meeting of the
Iowa section PAS conference.
PAS is a national organization
with chapters in many states.
Fox, who transferred
to Dordt from Iowa State
University last fall, says that
as he got involved in Dordt’s
ag club he saw a need for
agriculture majors to also
connect to a professional
organization to help future
farmers bridge the gap from
college to the profession. Dordt
students have now set up a
state chapter, and they sent four
representatives to the conference
in February. Membership also
opens up opportunities to get
industry speakers on campus to
talk with students, says Fox.
As one of a team of six
officers in the Iowa organization,
Fox will travel to colleges
that have PAS chapters to
give presentations about the
organization and what it offers,
attend the national convention,
help find sponsors for the
organization, arrange industry
visits to schools, and plan state
conferences.
“Dordt College is one of
only two four-year ag programs
represented in the Iowa PAS,”
says Fox—the other being Iowa
State. He hopes that it might help
students who are graduating
from two year programs think
about Dordt if they wish to
further their ag education.
“It’s also a good opportunity
to meet and network at the
national level,” he says. “I’m
excited about opportunities for
next year.”
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Concrete canoe gets ready for contest
Sally Jongsma

S

igns in the science building in early
February announced “Pour Day,”
inviting others to come and help. It
was a big day for the 25 members of the
Dordt College engineering department’s
concrete canoe team. Some members of
the team worked into the wee hours of
the morning to make sure everything was
ready, others were up into the wee hours of
the next morning, making sure everything
was accomplished.
The concrete canoe project isn’t just
a nice assignment. Five men and five
women will paddle the canoe in April at
the American Society of Civil Engineers’
(ASCE) annual Midwest regional concrete
canoe competition in Fargo, North Dakota.
Engineering Professor Justin Vander
Werff admits that neither he nor the team
was fully aware of all of the pieces that
had to come together to have a successful
entry in the competition. Nevertheless,
the students, who have been meeting
weekly since September, are making great
progress—even if they have scaled back
their expectations just a bit. Early on, they
set up committees to manage all of the
details that needed to be done.
Each school’s team must come up with
its own concrete “mix” that will allow the
canoe to float and meet weight and strength
requirements for the competition. This year,
teams are required to use at least 25 percent
recycled materials in the mix.
“We have at least 25 percent recycled
content,” says Nathanael Couperus, a
junior engineering major who is captain
of the team. He says the team would have
explored using recycled materials even if
it hadn’t been a requirement because of
the way they think about using creation’s
resources.
The Mix Design crew decided which
materials to use in the mix, as well as what
amounts to use for optimum strength
and lightness. Dordt’s team used crushed
porcelain (toilets), crushed glass, (from
windows), and shredded plastic (from
recycled containers). The team spent hours
calculating and then testing recipes by
pouring samples.
Other crews:
• created a budget, managed donations
and costs, and planned the trip to
Fargo;
• created a theme for the presentation
and display as well as in the design of
the canoe;
• researched and created a CAD model
for the canoe and then conducted
stress analyses on the model to find its
weak points;
• researched, selected, and built the best
design for the mold;
• managed the whole project,
communicating with committees,
keeping on schedule, and
troubleshooting.
This is the first year Dordt engineering
students are entering the competition, and
the other Iowa teams—from Iowa State
University and the University of Iowa
(the only other accredited engineering
programs in the state) have welcomed them
enthusiastically and given them an amazing
amount of assistance, says Vander Werff. He
smiles and adds that Dordt’s participation
actually could benefit those teams since it
pushes the number of teams in the region
to ten, enabling two teams instead of one
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Engineers and a few of their friends saw the results of their planning and designing on February 12 when they poured the concrete canoe that they’ll paddle in late April
in North Dakota. They’ll be competing against teams from nine other Midwest universities.

The Competition

T

he ASCE National Concrete
Canoe Competition (NCCC) is a
mentally and physically challenging
competition that allows students to
apply what they are learning in the
classroom and develop team and
project management skills they will
need in their careers, according
the event’s website. It challenges
students’ knowledge, creativity, and
stamina, while it showcases the
versatility and durability of concrete
as a building material.
content.asce.org/conferences/nccc2011/index.html

to move on to the national competition in
June.  The Iowa teams along with teams
from Minnesota, Western Wisconsin, South
Dakota, and North Dakota will face off on
April 29 and 30.
Concrete canoe teams not only design,
build, and race their canoes, they also
present and defend their design in a
paper and poster presentation given at the
regional student conference held the same
weekend. Their scores are based on:
• performance in the race, including a
submersion test;
• a verbal presentation of the visual and
graphical elements of the design;
• a poster display describing the use of
aggregates, reinforcement, and other
materials in the concrete mixture;
• a paper detailing the design.
“Part of what’s so good about the
competition is the interaction that our
students have with students from other
schools,” says Vander Werff. “It not only
gives them the sense that what they are
doing technically is on par with the big state
universities, but also that the perspective
on technology and design that they are
developing makes a difference.”
“The competition gives us a way to
show others who we are and how we do
engineering at Dordt,” says Couperus.
“Pour Day” marked a milestone for the

whole team but especially for some of the
committees. The mix was ready, the form
was built. The canoe was created. Attention
then moved to the paper and presentation
for the conference. It’s been a lot of work,
but well worth it, says Couperus. He and
his teammates knew that the first year of
competition would be labor intensive—
something they’ve had to balance carefully
as students in a major already renowned for
its work load.
Nevertheless, they’re enthusiastic about
what they’ve learned about designing and
building, about working together as a team,
and about managing a big project.
“It’s created an amazingly interactive
atmosphere in the engineering department,”
says Couperus. Freshmen to seniors are all
working together, encouraging one another,
learning together, and having fun.
For sophomore engineering major
Danielle DeBoer, working as a team has
been the best part. The four women on the
team—two freshmen, one sophomore, and
one senior—have become especially close.
They know they’ll all be paddling in April
because they’re all needed to balance the
team by gender.
“You can do all the problem sets you
want, but there’s nothing like actually
working on a project and having to fix
random mishaps that always happen,”
DeBoer adds.  “It’s really helped me
learn what it takes to run a project.
Communication and attention to detail has
to be strong all the time or things just get
forgotten. There have been many situations
in which to apply common sense and quick
thinking.”
Even though they’re still steeped in
work preparing for the April competition,
they’re already thinking about next year—
and how much easier it will be to have a
year of experience under their belts and
know they have already designed and built
one finished canoe.
The concrete canoe team will give a
campus presentation of their work on April
14 at 7 p.m. You can also check out photos
of the team’s progress on their website at
content.asce.org/conferences/nccc2011/
index.html

By the Numbers

T

he canoe has a density of
64.64lb/ft^3 and a theoretical
weight of 206lb. The concrete needs
to have a wet density between
55-70 lb/ft3. Currently, it has a
theoretical density of 64.64 lb/ft3.
A total amount of 400 lb/yd3 for
hydraulic cement can be used, and
our mix had 399.26 lb/yd3. The total
mass for hydraulic cement could
be between 30-50% of the total
cementitious materials used, and
we used 21.46%. Aggregates had
to be a minimum of 25% for the
entire mix, and we used 30.51%.
Sustainable aggregates had to
constitute a minimum of 50% for the
total aggregate weight, and our mix
used 88.9%.

Wilson adjusts to civilian life
Ellen De Young

A

griculture and business major Caleb
Wilson grew up on a farm in a small
Iowa town. Although he shares
this background with several other Dordt
students, one part of his background is very
different from theirs. When he enrolled at
Dordt at the beginning of the spring term,
he had completed just over six years of
service in the United States Army.
Wilson joined the army in the summer
of 2004 and was stationed at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina. He was deployed to Iraq
three times before he received an honorable
discharge in October 2010. He returned to
his hometown of Paullina, Iowa, and spent a
few months readjusting to civilian life before
enrolling at Dordt.
In addition to being a full-time student,
Wilson is currently an apprentice for his
uncle, who works with livestock. After
graduating, Wilson hopes to become a
livestock producer and contract his products
through restaurants.  
“I had an older cousin who had gone to
Dordt, so that’s always been in the back of
my mind,” explains Wilson. “Also, I missed

Caleb Wilson loves being back on the farm following
his time in Iraq. He’s currently balancing his farm
work with taking classes in agriculture.

being back in Iowa because of the mentality
and values, which are so different from the
military lifestyle.”
Meanwhile, he has also had to readjust to
being in a classroom. “It’s tough getting back
into the studying habit,” Wilson remarks.
“I need to relearn things like how to take
proper notes. It’s definitely a mental sweat.”

Although going back to school after six
years in the military is a challenge, Wilson
says the biggest challenge is relating to his
peers. Although Wilson, a freshman, is
older than most of his classmates, his vastly
different experiences and perspectives make
the distance even greater.
“There are guys being rotated through
Iraq and Afghanistan constantly, and that’s
all they can ever think about. That’s all
they know. A lot of them are just praying
for another day,” Wilson says. “Meanwhile,
people here take so many things for granted.”
Wilson explains that his experiences in the
military have taught him to put his life in
perspective. He came out of the military
valuing God, family, and country.  He is
particularly thankful for the support of
his family: “My family has been incredibly
important in helping me to maintain morale
and keep my head above water.”
Yet, despite the challenges Wilson has
experienced in his return to Northwest Iowa
and to the classroom, he has been enjoying
his college experience. He’s also prepared to
take on whatever new challenges come his
way: “Life gets hard sometimes. You’ve just
got to hold on tight and enjoy the ride.”

Campus
Capsules

Dea Lieu needs dialysis three times per
week. Supporters hope to get a transplant scheduled so the money raised
can go toward his transplant rather
than his dialysis.

Dordt students
continue their
support of
alumnus Dea
Lieu

D

The Secret Garden was last fall’s mainstage production. Several members of the cast were invited to compete in the Irene Ryan Acting Competition based on their
performances in the play. Seamstress Sue Blom also received an award for the play’s costume design.

Theatre arts students claim awards
Sarah Vander Plaats

D

ordt College students and staff
received seven awards at the
regional Kennedy Center American
College Theater Festival (ACTF) in Ames,
Iowa, in January. In addition, 12 students
received nominations to participate in the
Irene Ryan acting auditions and one student
was selected to stage manage a play.
Theatre Arts Professor Simon du
Toit noted that even amid large theater
departments from major universities,
Dordt’s quality of work was clearly evident.
“Standing in the room as our several
awards were announced, it was clear that our
program did better than even many larger
university theater programs in that area.
I praise God that our college was publicly
credited in that way and hope that his name
will be glorified through it,” du Toit said.
The following Dordt students and staff
were honored for their work:
• Susan Blom received an award for



costume design for the production of The
Secret Garden. Blom is the theatre arts
seamstress for Dordt College.
• Mark Bylenga of Blaine, Wash.,
received an award for makeup and hair
design for the production of Sukeroku.
• Ellen De Young of Minneapolis, Minn.,
was chosen to stage manage the national
award-winning play, Las Hermana Padilla, at
the festival.
• Zachary Eggebeen of Sheboygan,
Wis., received an award for conception and
direction for the production of Sukeroku.
• Jenifer Kanis of Minneapolis, Minn.,
received an award for scenic design and
painting for the production of The Secret
Garden.
• Danielle Roos of Sioux Center, Iowa,
received an award for direction in the
production of Machinal. She was also chosen
for the Invited Scene Showcase, where a
scene from the play was performed.
• Joel Schiebout of Sioux Center, Iowa,
received an award for lighting design for the

production of Book of Days.
• Lucas Wynia of Rock Valley, Iowa;
Todd Montsma of Sioux Center, Iowa; Hani
Yang of Los Angeles, Calif.; and Tassneem
Ibrahim of Abuja, Nigeria, received an award
for sound and video design for the senior
show production of Machinal.
• Maria Bowkamp of Pella, Iowa;  Jason
Kornelis of Sioux Center, Iowa;  Mia
Kornelis of Sioux Center, Iowa; and  Nick
Van Ee of Fox Lake, Wis. participated in the
Irene Ryan Acting Competition.
Students also participated in several
performances and workshops.
“ACTF was an excellent experience
that helped prepare me for the world of
professional theater. The festival gave me
the opportunity to see a wide variety of
performances, network with peers, and
meet respected professionals in my field,”
said Jason Kornelis, a theatre arts major at
Dordt College. “Every year I come back from
ACTF with new ideas and a renewed passion
for theatre, and this year was no exception.”

ea Lieu (’07) originally
came to Dordt from Ivory
Coast after fleeing for his life.
Internal civil war in his country
forced him to leave his family
and the agriculture ministry
he had begun there. While
he waited to return home he
prepared himself for further
ministry, teaching people in
Ivory Coast a sustainable way to
farm and sharing with them the
good news of the gospel.
Dordt students have raised
money for Dea’s agricultural
mission before, but this year they
are helping raise money so that
Dea can simply stay alive and be
able to carry on his work.
Dea’s kidneys have failed,
and he is currently in the
United States receiving dialysis,
something he could not get in
Ivory Coast. Partners of Dea’s
ministry are trying to raise the
money needed for a kidney
transplant—nearly $300,000.
Dordt students hosted two
fund-raising events in this
semester. In February they
sponsored a “Dea-ancing with
the Stars” evening in the Campus
Center, raising several thousand
dollars. In March a group of
students sponsored a garage
sale—the result of studying
the book, “Radical,” which
encouraged them to re-evaluate
their lives in the light of God’s
Word and consider how God
wants them to live. The students’
study of the book helped them
reprioritize and discover what is
truly important. They decided
to declutter their lives and raise
money for Dea at the same time.
If you wish to know more
about Dea Lieu, his work, and
how you can help go to www.
firstcrc.com/DeaLieuACLCP.cfm
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A.R.T. Courses
c e n t e r

p i e c e

A.R.T. courses are not classes in painting, sculpture, or photography. In Dordt’s academic catalog—when punctuated with periods, at least—A.R.T. denotes Advanced Reformed Thought courses.
The Core Program requires each student to take one of these courses to explore what a Reformed worldview offers in a particular area of study.
The courses featured below, along with seven other A.R.T. courses currently on the books, examine how Reformed thinking, in dialogue with other ways of thinking, has an effect on a particular area of study. Students learn how Reformed writers have
contributed to our understanding of the topic and develop their own mature, critical understanding. The goal is to help students become more deeply engaged as Reformed Christians in every part of their lives.
Written by Sally Jongsma

P

During many of his summers, Dr. John Visser has taught business courses to students in different countries around the world. He’s taken the insights
he’s gained to write about the importance of religious belief for businesses and economic systems.

B

Economics and Religious Beliefs

usiness Professor Dr. John
Visser has a map of the world
on a wall in his office. Colored
pins indicate the countries in which
his former students live. The pins stick
into 43 countries, including Russia,
China, several African countries. The
relationships he’s developed with people
in these countries have helped him
understand the impact that religious
belief has on economics.
Visser has written a manuscript
that grew out of his teaching and
study over the past decades. He is
using it this spring as the primary text
in his A.R.T. course, Economics and
Religious Beliefs, to help students better
understand that belief shouldn’t be
marginalized when people think about
business and economics. Visser looks
at the impact beliefs have on economic
activity, personal habits, risk taking,
views of government, and more—
Christian as well as Buddhist, secular
materialist as well as Marxist.
He uses articles about current
events in today’s world, like the
revolutions in Tunisia, Egypt,
and Libya, to demonstrate the
misconception that religious belief is a
private affair.
V o i c e
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“This course has made
me so much more aware
of how religion and
economics intertwine.
It also challenged me to
realize how secular my
mindset is.”
Anonymous student on a mid-term evaluation

“What we believe shapes how we
see government, what values we hold,
and how we think about achievement
and productivity,” he says. Thinking
that belief is simply a private affair
contributes to persistent difficulties and
unrest in our world, he believes.
“If you know something about
Confucianism you get a better sense
of how China has been able to achieve
such dramatic economic change in the
last decade,” he says.
“In the Middle East today, you
have a highly educated and youthful
population living in an economic

system that doesn’t have a place for
them to use their skills,” he says. The
results are becoming obvious.
In the West, massive technology
changes have had a profound effect
on employment. Visser believes that
asking how beliefs drive the decisions
that bring these changes will help us
know how to address problems and find
solutions to them.
“Whether a business person’s
motivation is personal profit or
providing a service makes a big
difference,” he says. That motivation is
strongly influenced by religious belief.
Visser believes that capitalism and
democracy offer the best opportunities
for people to live lives of fulfillment
and potential, but he also wants his
students to see how these systems can
be distorted by unbiblical worldviews.
“I want students to understand
the central role of religious belief in
economics,” says Visser. “The culture
you live in pulls you in a certain
direction, sometimes unthinkingly.”
He hopes the course will be a tool his
students take with them to help them
make deliberate biblical choices in their
careers and the other economic areas of
their lives.

Why Postmodernism isn’t Necessarily
a Bad Word (for Calvinists)

hilosophy Professor Dr.
Neal DeRoo wants to show
his students that Reformed
philosophy is relevant to our
contemporary postmodern culture.
He also wants them to understand
how Calvinists can have an impact on
the world and that postmodernism, in
many areas of life, makes a Reformed
voice more able to be heard.
In fact, reformational
philosophy shares something with
postmodernism.
“Key to both reformational
philosophers and postmodernists is
the idea that knowledge is contextual.
Our set of beliefs is rooted in our
backgrounds and that helps us read
our world,” says De Roo. In other
words, everyone has a worldview
that shapes the way they think
and act. Rather than dismissing
postmodernism as “bland relativism”
in which anything goes, as many do,
De Roo says that postmodernism
opens a door to conversations
between people with different belief
systems by respecting that they come
from differing starting points that
contribute to their view of the world.
Post modernism can lead to ethical
relativism, but it need not.
DeRoo takes his students though
the main themes of postmodernism,
putting them alongside main themes
of Reformed Calvinism to find
similarities and differences.
A postmodernist approach,
by trying to understand other’s
traditions, doesn’t ask us to ignore
differences or even to get rid of all
differences, but to examine how a
particular tradition acts out
of its core beliefs, De Roo
notes.
“What does that
mean for Reformed
Christians?” De Roo
asks his students.
“It means we
may have more
opportunity to

“These A.R.T. classes are long overdue. It’s too
easy to give students the barebone basics of
Reformed thought without ever legitimately
engaging in its application to specific disciplines.
Teaching a freshman the Creation-FallRedemption outline is a piece of cake. It’s
more difficult—but all the more necessary and
rewarding—to get students asking how this
paradigm can be applied practically to areas like
agriculture or English, to name a couple.”
Senior Kenny Gradert

enter academic and cultural discourse
to talk about what makes us unique
and say that the authority for us is the
Bible, which shapes how we see the
world and live in it,” says De Roo. It
also challenges students to ask what
insights they have gained from their
Reformed tradition and figure out how
to communicate them to those from
other traditions.
“If you know where others are
coming from you can communicate
with them more effectively because
you understand each other’s
assumptions,” says De Roo.
In the last month of the course
De Roo and his students focus on
the church as a body of believers and
on its role in our
world. They use a
postmodern
approach
to look
to their
core
beliefs
and
ask

whether we reflect a biblical
understanding of the church today.
Using James K. Smith’s Who’s
Afraid of Postmodernism: Taking
Derrida, Lyotard, and Foucault to
Church (The Church and Postmodern
Culture), De Roo’s students find
that today’s church has been heavily
influenced by modernism’s emphasis
on individuals and individual rights
and freedoms rather than the biblical
narrative in which the church is a
covenant community elected to serve
as a body of believers.
“Election is not a get-out-ofjail free card but a responsibility to
serve,” says De Roo. He hopes his
students take up that challenge as
they move into the next stage of their
lives and active involvement
in their careers and
in their church
communities.

History of
Science and
Technology

D

id you ever think about the
fact that kitchen designs often
still reflect female roles of the
1950s? That’s a question Dr. Ethan Brue
likes to ask students in his History of
Science and Technology A.R.T. course.
Sinks were put beneath a window
facing the backyard so the stay-at-home
mom could keep an eye on her children
playing in the back yard while she was
doing dishes.
Examples such as this help Brue
demonstrate to his students both how
we shape technology and how it shapes
us. In the 1950s a woman’s role was to
be at home with her children while her
husband worked at a job that would
earn the money they needed to live. The
kitchen was her domain.
Throughout his teaching Brue helps
students see that technology doesn’t
just happen. It is shaped by what we
believe, and those beliefs have concrete
implications. Together the class asks
questions and explores answers. They
come to see, for example, that the
automobile did not simply change the
way Americans travel; it changed how
we define community, education, work,
play, and worship. Its effect is greater
than providing a better way to get
people to events.
Brue’s course focuses on the history
of science generally and discusses
how the western notion of science vs.
religion is a misnomer.
“There is no theoretical knowing
that is not guided or directed by a
religious belief of one sort or another,”
Brue reiterates. His students often are
surprised to find that the Copernican
controversy over heliocentrism was
far less about biblical faith vs. science
and far more about new ideas doing
battle with traditional pagan Greek
understandings of the universe and
society.
Brue gives his students the
historical context to help them think
about the tools and toys that surround

Students in Dr. Ethan Brue’s History of Science and Technology class learn that there is no
theoretical knowing that is not guided or directed by a religious belief of one sort or another.

“My education has
benefitted from
comparing and
contrasting various
perspectives on
technology and its role
in society to a biblical
perspective that we
are discovering in the
course.”
Senior Lucas Teeuwsen

them today.
“No one can exist without being
affected by technology today,” he says.
Whether we’re brushing our teeth
or planting a garden, technological
developments shape how we do it, both
for good and for bad.
“I believe that reformational
thinking has the most distinctive
approach for helping Christians think
about the sciences,” says Brue. “Asking
what kind of thinking has shaped our
technology also helps us figure out how
the technology we use is shaping us.
It’s not enough to understand our own
religious perspective—to abstractly

believe. We’re constantly being
shaped—including what we believe
in—by the technical world we live in.”
Brue points out to his students—
both engineering and arts students—
that today’s technology-saturated,
scientifically oriented culture assumes
that what we know must be rationally
defensible and scientifically verifiable.
Such a view throws out other kinds
of knowing that are more artistic and
intuitive as well as how we come to
know our most foundational beliefs
in a God who covenants with his
creation. By unconsciously accepting
the scientific assumptions embedded in
the way we live and what we surround
ourselves with we become influenced by
them in other parts of our lives as well,
affecting how we think about things
as diverse as origins, bioethics, space,
computers in schools, gender roles, and
more.
Brue hopes his students will ask
themselves how they are shaped by the
technology they use.
“We need to see ourselves as
technology creators.” By buying into
trends as consumers, we’re helping
set trends and affirming the value of a
particular way of looking at the world.
For engineers to design something
simply because it is what the market
wants means they are being shaped by a
worldview, rather than leading out of a
worldview.
V o i c e

9

center

piece

e x tended

A.R.T. Continued

Readers as Believers and Writers

E

nglish Department faculty took
on an extra course this semester to
participate in the Readers as Believers
and Writers A.R.T course. Although Dr.
Mary Dengler is listed as the instructor
and does the coordinating and grading for
the course, other English faculty members
attend and some help present. They’ve
created a lively dialogue between professors,
students, and the Christian writers they are
reading. Together they look at how faith—
Reformed faith in particular—informs
reading and writing, both theirs and others.
Professors and students read Abraham
Kuyper’s Lectures in Calvinism—particularly
“Calvinism as a Life-system,” Calvin
Seerveld’s A Christian Critique of Art and
Literature, and Susan Gallagher and Roger
Lundin’s Literature Through the Eyes of
Faith. They read essays by Christian writers
about those who shaped them and how
literature can reveal truth about the human
condition while it reflects, critiques, and
galvanizes culture. The essays are from More

“Here at Dordt, we claim
that being Christian
impacts our interaction
with the world. This class
sets out to prove that
claim within the realm of
literature and writing.”
Senior Sarah Roth

Than Words, a book edited by department
member James C. Schaap.
“I love being able to read and talk about
Kuyper, Seerveld, Gallagher, Lundin,
Tolkien, Robinson, and Dostoyevsky in the
same class (not to mention Solzhenitsyn,
Sherwood Anderson, Jim Schaap, and John
Milton). I love seeing the connections among

them,” says Dengler.
She and her colleagues want students
to better understand and articulate
what a Reformed Christian approach to
literary studies and writing is and why it
is important for Christians both to engage
literature and to write. Students respond
to what they read and discuss with cogent,
well-supported arguments as they reflect on
the writings they study.
“It’s exciting to sit in the back row with
students I know and others I don’t yet know.
It’s fun to be learning with them. It’s also
enriching to dialogue with my colleagues
about literature and the Christian faith. I’m
learning and I’m teaching at the same time,”
says Dr. Bob De Smith
“As I student, I don’t think I saw much
of professors experiencing literature,” says
Professor Howard Schaap.  “They were the
experts ‘dishing’ it out for the rest of us.  In
the English pod from time to time, someone
will take a poem or story and say to the rest
of us, ‘What do you see here?’ The ensuing
discussion and/or wrestling match is often
the finest part of teaching at college.  In this
class, teachers and students get to do that

together.”
Students are also enjoying the course.
“I like having the entire English
Department present during the class period
because each instructor brings his or her
own perspective on the novel or short story
being discussed. A major issue for any
Christian reader is determining whether or
not one can find God’s redemptive truth in
‘secular’ books, and I think that this course
effectively challenges me as both a reader
and a writer to discover God in unlikely
places,” says senior Grace Schmidt from
Vadnais Heights, Minnesota.
“English 342 is a unique class. Together
students and faculty look at the broader
themes of literature, especially how we shape
literature and how it shapes us,” says senior
Sarah Roth from Escondido, California.
“It’s a joy to see students from different
majors and emphases all interested in
digging into literature—and all wellprepared to join a conversation in a mixed
group like this,” says Dr. Leah Zuidema.  “It’s
also wonderful to have the chance to read
with colleagues—to engage in the kind of
work that is at the heart of our discipline.”
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30 years

Art Attema
Robert Hilbelink
James Mahaffy
Quentin Van Essen
MaryLou Wielenga
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25 years

Jim Bolkema
Jim Bos
Douglas De Boer
Dennis De Jong
Karen De Mol
Chris Goedhart  
Corinne Hentges
Ruth Hofland
Duane Mulder
Carol Prinsen
Doug Vanden Hull

Edith Van Essen
Ron Vos

20 years

Lisa Christians
Mark Christians
Sue Droog
Arlene Feekes
Kathy Klein
Brian Mellema
Steve Mouw
John Olthoff

Stan Oordt
Karen Rynders
Kim Vander Berg
Elaine Wassink
Kae Van Engen

15 years

Kay De Boom
Robert De Haan
Carl Fictorie
Ralph Goemaat
Benjamin Kornelis

Travis Rayhons
Paul Kroeze
Dave Vander Werf
Bob Van Ruler
Carl Zylstra

10 years

Ethan Brue
Mary Dengler
Brady Fopma
Rhonda Fopma
Alicia Harald

Kathy Harmelink
Deb Hulstein
Tony Jelsma
Arlan Nederhoff
Cindy Nederhoff
Les Netjes
Arnola Roos
Leendert van Beek
Kathy Van Maanen

10 Years

sports

Teams wrap up their winter seasons
Mike Byker

national tournament for the first time in
three years. It seemed like a premature end
to a season that has stretched into March for
the last several seasons. The Blades were led
this season by Brandon Fast and Jordan Janz
with 20 and 11 goals score respectively.

Basketball

For the second year in a row the
Defenders earned winning records in
both women’s and men’s basketball. In
the competitive Great Plains Athletic
Conference, where there are few built-in
wins, that spells a successful season.
The Defender men advanced to the
GPAC finals before ending their season at
19-12.  Dordt avenged two losses to Briar
Cliff and Northwestern in the post season
before advancing to the finals. Trevor
Wolterstorff led the team with more than
16 points per game average and went past
900 career points earlier this season. The
sophomore from Sioux Center made over 50
percent of his shots and was named a thirdteam NAIA All-American. Cliff Warner
and Austin Katje each averaged over 11
points per game and Jordan Vogel scored
over ten points a game and led the team in
rebounding. Wolterstorff was a first-team
All-GPAC honoree while Warner was a
second-team pick. Both Katje and Vogel
were honorable mention honorees.
The women will be affected by
graduation this year, when three core players
leave the program. Amber Soodsma leaves
as the top scorer in program’s history with
over 1,700 points and 700 rebounds. The
Hudsvonville, Michigan, native has stuffed
the boxscore for four years, accumulating
110 blocked shots, 205 assists and 180 steals.
Julia De Koekkoek surpassed 1000 career
points. Bre Schneidermann, a post player

Track and Field

Amber Soodsma leaves Dordt as the top women’s
basketball scorer in Dordt’s history, scoring more than
1,700 points and tallying over 700 rebounds.

from Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, became
the career leader in blocked shots with 267
and also has over 650 points and rebounds.  
Combined, these three players played in 61
games over a four-year period—the highest
total for any four-year span.   
Soodsma was a first-team all-GPAC
selection for the second year in a row and
a third team NAIA All-American. De
Koekkoek claimed all-GPAC honorable
mention honors for the second year

Hockey

The hockey season came to a close in
mid-February, and the Blades missed the

Track and field had a great indoor
season under head coach Craig Heynen.  
Sixteen athletes competing in 12 events
made up the Dordt College contingent
traveling to the NAIA National Indoor
Track and Field Championships, held March
3-5 in Geneva, Ohio. Briana Wubben, a
sophomore from Clara City, Minnesota,
claimed all-American honors with a fifthplace finish in the pentathlon and a fourthplace finish in the high jump. The men’s 4
x 800 team earned all-American status by
finishing sixth in the finals. The quartet was
made up of Tim Bierma (freshman; Sioux
Center, Iowa), Nathan Brace (freshman;
Defiance, Iowa), Josiah Luttjeboer (senior;
Belleville, Ontario), and Ian Kuipers (senior;
Platte, South Dakota).
Michelle Steiger earned a nomination
by Dordt College for the A.O. Duer Award.
The award is given annually by the NAIA to
a junior women’s and men’s student-athlete
in any sport who has excelled academically
as well as athletically.  Steiger was an allAmerican in cross country last fall and also
claimed a national meet qualification in
indoor track and field in the 5,000 meters.  
She was an NAIA Scholar-Athlete this fall
and is a Lynden, Washington, native.

faculty news
Psychology Professor Dr. Mark
Christians is the team leader for the Susan
G. Komen for the Cure Siouxland Affiliate.
Christians works alongside six others to
prepare a self-study that examines issues
related to breast cancer incidence and
breast health care in the tri-state region.  
Philosophy Professor Dr. Neal De
Roo’s article “Derrida and the Future(s) of
Phenomenology,”
appears in Derrida
Today (4:1
[2011], 107-131),
an Edinburgh
University Press.
philosophy journal.
English Professor
Dr. Robert De
Smith read “William
Tyndale, Reading
Neal De Roo
in the Reformation
and the Power of Words” at a conference
celebrating the 400th anniversary of the
King James Bible held at Baylor University.
Social Work Professor Jessica
Clevering  co-authored “Achievement is an
Attitude: The Importance of Help-Seeking
Attitudes when Predicting Academic
Achievement,” a chapter in Empirical
Research in Teaching and Learning:
Contributions from Social Psychology. They
found that positive attitudes about getting
help better predicted getting good grades
than actually getting help.
Provost Dr. Erik Hoekstra and
Associate Provost for Co-Curricular Affairs
Bethany Schuttinga were co-presenters
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in January in Edina,
Minnesota, and
in February in
Visalia, California,
on “Connections
and Partnerships
within the Core
and Co-Curricular
Programs.” The
presentations were
Schuttinga
given to groups of
Dordt supporters in an effort to showcase
current learning community initiatives at
Dordt College.
Schuttinga, Theology Professor Tom
Wolthuis, and Dean of Chapel Aaron
Baart gave a presentation in March to
faculty and administrators from the
Council of Christian Colleges at NetVUE
in Indianapolis, Indiana, titled “Kingdom,
Identity and Calling. A Freshman
Orientation Course.” Dordt College
orients students to college life, to the
mission and vision of the college, and to a
Christian sense of vocation through this
first term seminar. Network for Vocation
in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE) is
a new initiative that is being administered
by the Council of Independent Colleges
(CIC) with support from Lilly Endowment
Inc.
Dr. Clinton Lowin, Schuttinga, and
Hoekstra are teaching a optional evening
course to about 20 students every other
week. The course is an experiment to see if
a leadership curriculum is something that
students would embrace.  

Mathematics Professor Dr. Calvin
Jongsma presented a talk titled “Much
More Than Symbolics: The Early History
of Algebra and Its Significance for
Introductory Algebra Education” at the
Annual East Coast Meeting of the History
and Pedagogy of Mathematics, Americas
Section held at the American University in
Washington D.C. on March 13.
English Professor Dr. Leah Zuidema
presented the paper “Learning to be
Teacher-Writers” at the Writing Research
Across Borders International Conference,
which met at George Mason University in
Fairfax, Virginia, on February 19, 2011.
She shared research findings about the way
that concerns regarding authority come
to the fore when pre-service teachers are
composing manuscripts for submission to
professional journals for educators.
History professor
David Zwart spent a
week teaching high
school history with
Dordt alumnus Russ
Smies at Central
Wisconsin Christian
High School. Zwart
teaches prospective
history teachers.
Music Professors
David Zwart
Dr. Ben Kornelis
and Deborah Vogel will be two of 29
select singers in the South Dakota Chorale.
They will perform the Maurice Durufle
Requiem on May 13-15 in Sioux Falls at the
First Congregational Church.

Dr. Paul Fessler works hard to make
his history classes engaging and experiential. He has also taken students on
military-style staff rides to help them
live into the events they are studying.

Chronicle
article includes
Fessler course

D

r. Paul Fessler was
highlighted in the March
6, 2011, Chronicle of Higher
Education article “Setting Minds
on Fire.”  The article, which is
about best practices in active
learning, describes Fessler’s use
of a strategy known as Reacting
to the Past, which engages
students in elaborate games
based on classic texts.
Following is the exerpt about
Fessler's class from the Chronicle
article:
“Paul Fessler, a professor
of history at Dordt College, in
Iowa, devoted the last month
of his Western civilization class
to a game set amid the French
Revolution. The sessions were
heated and involved, and it soon
became clear that the semester
would end before several key
issues could be resolved. Fessler
offered to extend the class.
Instead students volunteered
to come 30 minutes early for
the remainder of the semester.
Fessler was floored; his class
started at 8 a.m.
“Every student felt a strong
personal investment in their
roles,” explained Nate Gibson,
a student in the class. “We read
more in the weeks of the game
than we had at any time before
in the class. We plowed through
the game manual, our history
texts, Rousseau, you name it. We
spent hours writing articles. I
spent several all-nighters editing
my faction’s newspapers, and
the other editors did, too. It
had become more than a class
to us by that point. The earlymorning sessions were the only
way to honor the sacrifices that
everybody had made.”
more:
http://chronicle.com/article/
Setting-Students-Mindson/126592/
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Campaign increases scholarships
John Baas
Vice president for College
Advancement

#1

in the country.  
Perhaps you heard
the news already last
fall, but it’s making the rounds
on national news outlets again.
In 2010, among all the
educational institutions
whose students qualify
for federally subsidized
John Baas
loans (that’s over 8,000
institutions), Dordt College
was tied for first place in the rate of student
loan repayment.  
That remarkable ranking can be
attributed to many things—the character
of our students and the families that send
them here; the continuous effort of the
college leadership, bolstered by a generous
donor community, to keep Dordt’s value
high and costs low; the quality of our
academic and co-curricular programs that
prepare students for productive careers.
Another critical factor is scholarships.
Dordt College is blessed with a large
and growing program of donor-funded
scholarships to help our students meet their
financial needs and to reward achievement
in many areas. There are currently more
than 90 donor-endowed scholarships
at Dordt, generating over $187,000 in
scholarship funds to 165 students every
year. In addition, there are 50 annually

funded scholarships providing
$317,000 to 160 students each year.  
Listen to the words of some of
these students:
“Receiving this scholarship has
been an answer to many prayers.”
“Your scholarship is a very
tangible way that I see God’s
provision and faithfulness.”
“This scholarship has
helped our family so much
and motivates me to give my
best in achieving the goals
God has given me.”
“I am truly thankful for
this scholarship and will work hard to
bring glory and honor to our Lord while
attending Dordt College and beyond.”
A growing scholarship program is a
wonderful thing for Dordt College because
it allows us to reach out to all sorts of
students. And knowing they are making
such an impact on young people is a
wonderful thing for donors.
In our ongoing Vision 2020 campaign,
more than $7 million has been given
already to establish new scholarships or
add to existing scholarships. Our goal
is to reach $10 million for scholarships.
Would you like to help Dordt students
through scholarship support? Contact
the advancement office by calling
us at 712.722.6020, e-mailing us at
advancement@dordt.edu, or visiting
our website at www.dordt.edu/services_
support/advancement/giving.shtml

Scholarship Program Growth
annually funded

endowed
70 totaling
$123,000/year

2005

50 totaling
$315,000/year

90 totaling
$190,000/year
15 totaling
$97,000/year

2011

2005

2011

An Example

T

wenty-three students received Henry and Helen Van Klaveren Achievement
Grants this year thanks to the generous support of these friends of the
college.
Talia Baker
Caitlin Bronkhorst
Marcus Den Herder
Samuel Ekstrom
Alexander Frankl
Allie Gorter
Emily Hoogland
Kelli Longman

Maria Schuiteman
Nicole Tate
Katie Timmerman
Sarah Van Den Berg
Zachary Van Ravenswaay
Lee Vellema
Adam Warntjes

Danelle Miedema
Joshua Mouw
Mitchell Nettinga
Alissa Reeves
Joy Roelofs
Ashley Sandbulte
Jesse Schelling
Kyle Scholten

From Academic Failure to Success
Sarah Vander Plaats

C

ollege offers an exciting atmosphere
of new opportunities and experiences.
But many students find it difficult
to balance academic responsibilities with
freedoms. In fact, every year some find
themselves facing academic failure. With a
little help most students can overcome this
hurdle and succeed.
That’s the message English Professor Bill
Elgersma and junior Alex Henderson gave
in their presentation “Going from Academic
Failure to Success.” They each shared
their personal struggles to overcome poor
academic standing. Today Elgersma teaches
English 100, a course for students with special
needs in writing and those who have a score
below 18 on the English component of the
ACT.
At the beginning of Henderson’s college
career, he found himself struggling to meet
the demands of college while trying to juggle
his athletic schedule, social life, and academic
work load. He explained to the students in
attendance what he did to turn his situation
around. He’s found that, for him, being a
successful student depends on surrounding
himself with people that help hold him
accountable (even if only by example) and
then working to change his outlook. “Just
changing my attitude, changed my behavior,”
he says.
He also encouraged students to use
college tutors saying, “Let people help you.
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Alex Henderson, a junior business administration major from Irving, Texas, joined English Professor Bill
Elgersma to give a presentation sponsored by Dordt’s residence hall learning coordinators. They talked about
what it took for each of them to succeed in college.

Tutoring is free, so why not use it.”
Elgersma continued the discussion by
sharing both the challenges he faced as a
student and also what he believes are the keys
for getting through college. “Motivation and
persistence are the two key factors to success
in college,” he says.
One important strategy that helps
students gain confidence is saying it out loud,
he believes.
“If you want to graduate, say it out loud.
It’s not if, it’s when I graduate. If you beat

yourself up, after a while you start listening to
yourself,” says Elgersma.
Dordt College has been recognized
by U.S. News and World Report for its
commitment to helping students succeed in
academics. In 2011’s rankings Dordt was one
of only two regional colleges recognized for
“A Strong Commitment to Teaching” and
was also named on USN&WR’s top-10 list of
“A-plus Schools for B Students,” a category
that recognizes high-achieving colleges where
“nonsuperstars” can thrive and succeed.

owa residents with a registered
vehicle can now get a Dordt
College customized license
plate through any Iowa county
treasurer’s office. The fees are
$25 for a numbered plate and $50
for a personalized plate with a $5
annual fee. Information, applications,
and pictures of the Dordt license
plate can be found on the Iowa DOT
website at www.iowadot.gov/mvd/
ovs/plates/private.htm

Subscribe to the
Dordt College Alumni
E-news. Go to www.
dordt.edu and click
on "Alumni"

A LU M N I R E L AT I O N S

'Adoptive' parents continue a tradition
R

ecently I gave a campus
tour to a candidate for a
faculty position. She was
finishing up her doctoral work
in Wisconsin, had grown up in
Seattle, and had graduated from
Calvin College. At the end of the
tour she asked me what I thought
was special about Dordt College
and why should she consider
coming here.
It didn’t take me long
to respond. I said it was the
Wes Fopma
community of believers at
Dordt College and the region
who are very intentional about working out
our faith in an educational setting. And it’s
not just the people on campus. It’s also the
people in the community. Not that we don’t
have our faults, but those on and off campus

do our best to support each other
and the students that God has
placed in our sphere of influence.
An example of community
involvement in the lives of our
students is “adoptive” parents
like Pete and Muriel Visser from
Sioux Center. Recently in the
newsletter that we send via
e-mail to alumni, we asked for
stories about the Vissers from
alumni who shared Sunday
dinners with them.
Andrea (Van Wyk, ’05)
Kamper wrote, “My husband,
Myron, was adopted by Peter and Muriel.
He went there for tea sometimes in the
afternoons as well as on Sundays for dinner.
They even let him borrow their car to take
me on a date because my husband, from

California, didn’t have a car until his senior
year. We still hear from them at Christmas
and when we had a baby. They are a neat
couple who really encouraged us through
their hospitality.”
Glenda Buteyn (’71) wrote, “My oldest
brother John worked for Pete for a semester
and lived in their home. It was the beginning
of a wonderful friendship that extended to
include my parents and our families. We
visited each other’s homes and had lots of
laughs. My parents loved them! My brother
John still visits Pete and Muriel when he
comes to Iowa from Colorado.”
Pete and Muriel Visser were not the only
“adoptive” family we heard about.
Jeany (Schaap, ’84) Plooy wrote, “Pete
and Rose Schouten had a house full of Dordt
kids for Sunday dinner many weeks when I
was attending Dordt. My sophomore through

senior year I ate really well and laughed really
hard over Sunday dinners there.”
The tradition continues. Many “adoptive”
parents in the community still take Dordt
students into their homes. We normally have
from three to six students at our house on
Sunday noon (usually my son’s roommates
looking for a hot meal after cooking for
themselves all week!).
I wish I could have introduced that
candidate to some of the “adoptive” parents
around here.
If you have a story you’d like to share
about “adoptive” parents please e-mail Wes
Fopma at wfopma@dordt.edu.
Recently we've had a number of
requests to offer a personalized license
plate for friends and alumni who would
like to publicly demonstrate their affiliation
with Dordt College. It has finally arrived!

ALUMNI NOTES
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Alumni put
on vibrant
photography
show
Ellen De Young

I

am in awe of nature’s diversity
and find its beauty no
matter where I am,” notes April
(Boogerd, ’05) Van Rys. This
appreciation of natural beauty
helps to fuel another of her
passions: photography. Early this
semester, Van Rys and Maggie
Mellema (’07) displayed their
photography in the Campus
Center art gallery in February.
Dordt’s art department
regularly invites Dordt graduates
to display their art in an
annual alumni exhibition. At
the exhibit’s public reception
on February 4, Van Rys and
Mellema shared information
about their photographs and
about how they think about
their craft as photographers.
Others in attendance, including
both community members
and Dordt students and faculty
in attendance were given the
opportunity to ask questions and
to chat with the artists.
Mellema is a partner in a
photography studio in Omaha,
Nebraska, called Studio C41.
Although the studio is primarily
limited to portraiture, she
regularly challenges herself with
“self assignments,” which allow
her to capture the beauty she
finds in nature.
“One favorite of mine is
photographing small pieces
of this big earth,” explains
Mellema. She works with macro
photography, capturing very
small objects in nature, such as
water drops on a leaf. However,
she also works with wide angle
shots because she wants her
photography to capture what
life looks like from different
perspectives.
Van Rys also tries to capture
varying perspectives because, as
she observes, “nature is always
changing with the seasons or
even at different times of the
day.” Van Rys digitally enhances
all of her photos in order to
highlight the best aspects of the
item or landscape. “I aim for
vibrant colors and pigmented
skies in every photograph,” she
explains.
You can see some of these
photographers’ work at www.
studioc41.com and www.
aprilvanrysphotography.com.

April Van Rys and her husband, Matt (’05), travel the country observing, celebrating, and photographing natural beauty. Her photo “Broken Arch,” taken at Arches
National Park, was one of the photos she displayed on campus in January. Maggie Mellema likes seeing up close small pieces of the world around her. Her “Daisy,” part of
the exhibit, was taken while teaching a photography class during Dordt Discovery Days.
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Dan and Julie (Visser) Droog enjoy their transplant from the Midwest to Houston, Texas.

Photo by Adam Nyholt

For Droog, understanding a client's
worldview helps resolve the conflict
Sally Jongsma

D

an Droog (’98) has been called a
rising star among Texas lawyers,
but that doesn’t mean he’s winning
courtroom cases every week—at least not in
the stereotypical way.
“I help businesses resolve conflicts
first of all through dispute resolution and
negotiation,” Droog says.
In today’s global world of complex
business partnerships, major economic
changes, and regular political realignments,
arbitration and negotiation are not only
strategies Droog feels drawn to in principle,
but they also make enormous economic
sense. His clients, both domestic and
international, range from energy companies
to international businesses to ranchers and
farmers.
Two energy companies locked into
a 50-year agreement might find that in
year eight, economic changes make their
agreement unworkable. Or, as happened
recently, partner companies set up to
process low-grade fuel off the coast of
Venezuela find their entire business
upended when President Hugo Chavez
decides Venezuela will only sell high-grade
oil in the future. Droog and his colleagues
help them sort through their roles and
options. Extreme self-interest and running
rough-shod over others doesn’t work in
today’s interconnected business world, he
believes.
Droog is a lawyer with Shipley Snell
Montgomery, a relatively small firm
in Houston, Texas, that specializes in
arbitration and negotiation for dispute
resolution. The firm takes a holistic
approach to resolving conflict and also
helps clients assess potential risks and
conflicts that could help them avoid or
reduce future problems.
“The cost of commercial disputes in
money, time, and relationships has gotten
so high that companies are looking for help
in preventing conflicts or resolving them



“Dordt College ingrains in you an
intentional, thoughtful approach to living.
We’ve found that our friends who went to
large secular universities are looking for that
and want to talk together about what our
faith means for the way we live.”
outside of court,” says Droog.
He believes dispute resolution is one
of the most interesting growth areas in his
profession and says that negotiation fits
with today’s ideas about what it takes to run
a good business. In addition, negotiation
offers international partners a way to
resolve disputes without having to choose
the court system of one country over
another.
What’s also important to Droog is the
opportunity to help clients think through
and resolve their problems in a healthy way
that leads to real resolution.
“We have a tremendous influence on
how people treat each other, how they deal
with ‘messing up,’ and how they come to
a resolution,” says Droog. To do that most
effectively he tries to understand what
motivates people and what influences their
decisions.
“It’s hard to overstate the importance
of knowing a person’s belief system in
understanding how they make decisions,
how they approach opportunities, and how
they respond to conflict. Finding common
ground often depends on knowing how
they see the world—understanding their
worldview,” he says. He credits Dordt’s
emphasis on having students develop a
Christian worldview and then learn to
understand the worldviews of others with
giving him the tools he’s found helpful to do
this part of his job.
“That emphasis is a huge benefit of a

Dordt education—and a gift to the larger
Christian community,” he adds.
“Dordt gave me an invaluable
conceptual and theoretical education. Every
professional has to understand the practical
and technical aspects of the work they do—
that’s baseline, but learning to be a critical,
conceptual thinker enables you to do so
much more.” For example, even though
he’s not an economist, with a little research,
he’s able to understand what’s involved
in something like a petrochemical joint
venture well enough to help clients resolve
or prevent conflicts.
“Dordt does a superior job of giving a
foundation in a meaningful way. I’m seeing
that over and over as I practice law,” he says.
Droog describes law as a “fairly
demanding, high pressure, and competitive”
profession. Lawyers are constantly dealing
with problems, conflicts, and disputes.
“You need to be able to walk away from
it when you leave the office, and you need
the psychological energy to repeatedly deal
with people and organizations that have
made mistakes—or been accused of doing
so, or are engaged in conflict because they
have been wronged.  My job deals with
conflict, there is no way around that fact,
but that reality presents a great opportunity
to make a difference,” he says.
Dan and his wife, Julie (Visser, ’99),
and their two young children have found
an exciting work and church community
in Houston, Texas. As they learned while

attending Pepperdine University for law
school and were reminded  when they
moved to Houston, it’s challenging to
move to a place where you know no one
and have no family near. But they’ve
found it rewarding to build a community
that’s grown out of a shared faith even
though there is no shared past. They’re
part of what they describe as a thoughtful
Christian community and both have taken
on leadership roles in their church. One
of these roles is leading a small group
discussion about worldview in their church.
“People are so excited about our
discussions,” Droog says. “It’s easy for
people to think that something from their
backgrounds is unique when it really isn’t
so unique. But we have come to believe that
what we learned at Dordt is.”
Their small group is trying to give their
worldview conversations legs.
“We often ask ourselves why Christians
don’t have more thoughtful and intentional
conversations. It seems that we allow the
world to set our agenda with things like
sports and entertainment or we focus in
small groups on ‘spiritual’ issues that don’t
really deal with how we should live in this
world as Christians. How do we live with
art? With science?
“Dordt College ingrains in you an
intentional, thoughtful approach to living.
We’ve found that our friends who went to
large secular universities are looking for
that and want to talk together about what
our faith means for the way we live.”
Droog loves his career, and he loves
being part of a Christian community that
is actively exploring how they can live their
faith in Houston in 2011.
“I wish more Dordt alumni would fan
out to places across the country to live their
view of life in new communities,” he says.
He’d welcome a few more Dordt graduates
in Houston, too.
“Houston is a city of engineers. They
could use some who have graduated from
Dordt!”
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Follow

American Guild of Organists Student Recital
NISO Spring Concert
Student Recital: Anna Kalfs, clarinet; Bjorn Vaagensmith, piano
High School Band Festival
NISO Guest Concert: Boston Brass
Jazz Band Concert
Concert Band, Chamber Orchestra, and Campus-Community Band Concert
Choral Ensembles Concert

Dordt Colle
ge online

First Monday Speaker: Andy Crouch (B.J. Haan Auditorium)
Crouch: “Playing God: Creativity and cultural power”(Science Building 101)
Travelogue (B.J. Haan Auditorium)
Commencement (B.J. Haan Auditorium)
Robert Siegel, Guest Speaker (Science Building 101)
Agriculture Day
Dordt Discovery Days

For more information about these events and for athletic schedules, please go to www.dordt.edu/events

New World Theatre
Apr. 13, 14, 16
7:30 p.m. Senior Show: Bat Boy: The Musical
Apr. 29 and 30
7:30 p.m. Student Show: Canada!: The Musical?

Theater

B.J. Haan Auditorium
Apr. 3
2:00 p.m.
Apr. 5
7:30 p.m.
Apr. 12
7:30 p.m.
Apr. 15
7:00 p.m.
Apr. 16
7:30 p.m.
Apr. 19
7:30 p.m.
Apr. 29
7:30 p.m.
Apr. 30
7:30 p.m.

Music

Apr. 8
May 5
Apr. 18
Apr. 29
June 20-24

Apr. 4

Campus Activities

Campus Center Art Gallery
Mar. 24-May 7
Senior Art Exhibitions
May 10-July 31
René Clement, Photography Exhibit

Art

Contributors
Sally Jongsma, editor
Sonya Jongsma Knauss, copy editor
Ellen De Young, student writer
Sarah Vander Plaats, staff writer
Michael Byker, sports writer
Jamin Ver Velde, graphic design
John Baas, vice president for college advancement

The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College,
is sent to you as alumni and friends of
Christian higher education. The Voice is
published four times per year to share
information about the programs, activities,
and people of the college. Send address
corrections and correspondence to VOICE,
Dordt College, 498 Fourth Ave. NE, Sioux
Center, IA 51250-1606 or e-mail to voice@
dordt.edu.
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